Play These Hands with Me  

Terence Reese
This book (first published in 1976) is a follow-up to the classic Play Bridge With Reese, and if the former had not existed this title would have appeared on my all-time best book list instead. Inside are sixty more hands where we get a chance to sit alongside the author as he tackles declarer play problems from rubber bridge and top-level pairs and teams events.
The hands are uniformly interesting and the analysis is exceptional. As with his earlier book, Reese is not afraid to show himself as the “Unlucky Expert”, as in hand number 17 entitled “Taking Charge”:



“With mixed feelings I hear partner open one spade; mixed feelings because it is impossible to develop the bidding sensibly with him, and if I bid six spades he will be playing it” is how Reese describes this hand, played during the course of a long and wearing rubber. “Bidding as he would himself, I respond with four no trumps” and when partner shows two aces and no kings he settles for a contract of six no trumps so that at least he is playing the hand. In his own words “the bidding is not recommended”. 
After describing his thoughts about partner’s bidding (“One spade he opens!”) he settles down to play the hand. As the cards lie, almost anyone capable of avoiding a revoke would make all thirteen tricks. Taking a line of play which is well-reasoned but unsuccessful, Reese contrives to make only nine tricks. The comments at the end of the hand say it all:

“Three down?” said my partner incredulously. “I think I could have made six spades.”

“You would have made seven,” I told him airily. “Or seven hearts. Or seven No trumps, for that matter.”

It is in the post mortem where Reese admits that a slight improvement in the order of play would have avoided this catastrophe and brought home the contract.

If you make the effort to follow the thought processes described as each hand is played you will surely find yourself understanding the difference between the manner in which a good player tackles a hand and how an expert approaches the same hand. Without seeming to be an instructional book, there is so much here that will help to improve your declarer play, and the book (like the earlier Play Bridge With Reese) is a delight to read again and again.
Bidding:   	1♠     	4NT


		5♥  	5NT


		6♣ 	6NT


		pass





♠ Q 5 4 3


♥ A Q 8 5 2


♦ A 3


♣ 9 8





♠ A K 8 2


♥ K 10 7


♦ K Q 9


♣ A 4 2 








