Play Bridge With Reese  

Terence Reese
When I was asked some time ago to produce a list of my favourite bridge books (Baker’s Dozen, Bridge Magazine December 2009) this book was an automatic choice. No bridge books before (and few since) have created a style of writing which both entertains and instructs so well. 
You are invited to sit at the shoulder of a great player as he tackles a number of hands with no common theme – just as we do in real life. The bidding (slightly old-fashioned at times, but, again, just the sort of thing that we might encounter with a strange partner at the rubber bridge table) is given and explained when necessary and then we face the challenge of making the contract (or, occasionally, minimising our losses).

One of the features of the hands is that Reese is quite happy to describe those times when he falls from grace. An example is the hand entitled “…. But the Patient Died”; how would you fancy your chances in three no trumps on the following:



Dummy produces his hand with a muttered “I did warn you” and Reese (not too apologetic of his bidding) has to play this hand.

We have all been in worse contracts than this, even after the defence manage to take the first four tricks in diamonds. However, when two hearts have been discarded from dummy on the third and fourth diamond, the inevitable heart switch takes out the ace and declarer now needs to guess the clubs to make the contract.

Reese gives a reasonably convincing argument in favour of his chosen line of cashing the ♣A and then finessing dummy’s ♣J, but when this loses to the doubleton queen he has to play beautifully thereafter to get out for three down, minus 300 at rubber bridge. Of course, if you always play for the drop with nine missing the queen (eight ever, nine never) then you would have made your game. His description of the exchanges at the end of the hand: “It might have been worse” I begin to tell my partner. “For example, if I finesse the queen of spades all I make is my three aces and …” But he isn’t listening.

There are many hands where instructive points are brought out, usually as the play progresses and then often clarified in the post mortems. 

Some of the hands may seem familiar, but that is only because so many of them have become classic examples of a theme and have been quoted in books and articles. I cannot resist mentioning the last of the seventy five hands in this book: entitled “The Little Old Ladies” it deals brilliantly with a problem which we have all had at some time or other: locating a missing queen when we have a two-way finesse and few clues to guide us. 
This is a wonderful book, full of wit and completely believable as it is read. If I were asked in ten years’ time to produce an updated “Baker’s Dozen” I cannot conceive of this book (first published in 1960) failing to make the list, regardless of how many good books may appear in the meantime.
Bidding:   	1♣    	2NT


		3♣ 	3NT


		pass





♠ A Q 6


♥ Q 8 5 2


♦ 10 8 6 3


♣ A 10 





♠ 10


♥ A J 10


♦ J 7


♣ K J 9 6 4 3 2








