Improve Your Opening Leads – Ron Klinger
The opening lead is (rightly) regarded as the single most difficult aspect of the game. This is the time when a defender has less information than at any other, with only the bidding and his own thirteen cards as clues. Unfortunately, the defence is often unable to recover from a poor, or even a second-best, opening lead. Where the right lead may beat the contract for sure, the wrong lead may equally kill off any chance the defence might have.
Ron Klinger points out from the start the finding the right lead is not a haphazard process – mostly a good lead is the result of logic, correct analysis and sound reasoning. He inevitably provides us with a mnemonic to help in finding the right lead. This time it is R-E-A-L, standing for Review the bidding, Examine your cards, Analyse the situation and Lead after considering the above factors.

In the opening chapter we are given several guiding principles, some of which (in no trumps avoid leading a suit bid by the opponents) are fairly elementary. One of the most useful is his list of three horrendous leads against a trump contract – (a) an ace-high suit without the king (b) Kx, Qx, Jx or singleton K in an unbid suit and (c) a singleton trump.

The bulk of this book is a selection of fifty six hands, all bar one taken from major events from either 2007 or 2008. In each case you are given the bidding (with all necessary explanations) and a hand from which you must find the opening lead. In a few cases the “correct” lead is shown to fail – just as it sometimes does at the table.
Try this one to see if you have the right approach to finding the opening lead:
♠ J



Bidding:   West  North  East  South

EW vulnerable
♥ K Q 8 6 3



     pass    1♦     pass    1♠ 

♦ J 8 4 3



     pass    2♦     pass    3♣ 

♣ A 4 3




     pass    4♠     pass    6♠ 





     pass   pass   dble  all pass

Despite the temptation to open (resisted, I am sure, by all but the junior readers) your bidding has been impeccable. Now you have to find the right opening lead.

You are probably familiar with the Lightner Slam Double, suggesting that partner wants you to find an unusual lead, usually based on a void. It is not too tough to visualise partner’s diamond void, so are you tempted to lead ♦3 as a suit preference signal for partner to put you in again with a club and gain a second ruff?

This may work, but partner in fact holds ♥A along with his diamond void and may be sorely tempted to try to cash it at trick two. Unlucky, as declarer has a slightly surprising void and can then take the remaining tricks by discarding no fewer than five clubs on dummy’s 7-card diamond suit. Don’t be greedy – cash your ♣A at trick one and then lead the diamond for partner to ruff.

This book should help you to find the right lead more often – a huge step towards winning.

