Bridge at the Breakfast Table
Paul Thurston
Most mornings I sit having breakfast and read Tony Forrester’s excellent bridge column in the Daily Telegraph. Other readers, I am sure, will be enjoying the equally good Andrew Robson bridge column in the Times.  Well, if I were in Canada it is very likely that my morning bridge fix would come courtesy of Paul Thurston, who writes the daily column for the National Post, one of only two newspapers in circulation throughout the whole of Canada.
This book is a collection of some of the author’s favourite columns, all of which have appeared at some point since 2001. The articles are grouped into sections; I was immediately drawn to the chapters entitled “Finesses – Good and Bad” and the two on opening leads, entitled “Leads We Wish We Had Made” and “Leads We’re Happy our Partner Didn’t Make”.

The following hand comes from this last chapter:
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This hand is taken from a World Junior Championship, which partly explains West’s pre-emptive raise in spades. North intended his 4♠ bid to be an unassuming cue-bid, simply showing a good raise to 5♣, but it appears that South took it as showing a spade control (or perhaps South had seen West in action before). Anyway, South went straight to the (doomed) slam.
Now you or I would lead partner’s suit (as there seems to be nothing better) but West had more imagination than us – he found the lead of ♥J. This meant that South could take only fifteen of the first thirteen tricks

The hands are all of a high standard and the author’s writing is full of humour and very easy to read. I would recommend this book to anyone who likes their bridge in easy-to-digest chunks – indeed, very suitable for the breakfast table.

Dealer:  East             Vulnerability: Love All                                  
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