opening bids of 1 of a suit
Opening balanced hands too strong for a 1NT opening bid

With a balanced hand with too much strength to open the bidding with 1NT (12-14) and not enough strength to open 2NT (20-22) another way of bidding the hand is needed.

The answer is to open the hand with a bid of 1 of a suit and then bid No Trumps, informing partner that the hand is balanced.




With 15-16 points, a non-jump rebid in No Trumps is made.



With 17-18 points, opener rebids in No Trumps with a jump.

Bidding a balanced 15-16 point hand

A hand with 15-16 points is too strong to open 1NT - even if it looks absolutely suitable!

The correct way to bid the hand is to open it with a bid of 1 of a suit and then to bid No Trumps on your next bid. This tells partner that you have a balanced hand too good to open 1NT


e.g.

1(     -     1(

or

1(    -    2(




1NT




2NT

We shall consider later which suit to open when there is a choice (i.e. the hand contains more than one 4-card suit). 
Bidding a balanced 17-18 point hand

Again it would be wrong to open with 1NT - you are much too strong for that. However, you cannot open 2NT, as partner would expect you to hold 20-22 points.


This time, you open with a bid of 1 of a suit, and you intend to bid No Trumps with a single jump on the next round of bidding


e.g.

1(    -    1( 

or

1(    -    2(




2NT




3NT

Partner now knows that you have a balanced 17-18 point hand.

Opening balanced 19 point hands


A balanced 19 point is slightly awkward to bid. It is fine if you are able to open and, over a suit response at the 1-level, rebid 3NT. This shows your strength precisely as 19 points (or possibly a “bad” 20 points that you have decided to downgrade slightly).


However, if partner responds in a suit at the 2-level, then a rebid of 4NT is excessive. Of course, it probably does not matter if the range of the 3NT rebid is extended so that it is now 17-19 points.

The main problem is that the nature of the 3NT rebid means that less bidding space is left for further exploration. Another solution may be available.

The solution:  Don’t hold a balanced 19 point hand too often!


Take another look at the hand quality and perhaps decide to either

·    downgrade it and bid as if it were 18 points

·    upgrade it and treat it as 20 points (i.e. open 2NT)

We shall look in more detail at the factors that will aid your decision as to whether the hand is a “good” 19 points or a “bad” 19 points. At least if you bear the above in mind, you will be faced with the clumsy “open 1 of a suit then rebid 3NT” situation less often.

The quality of the hand

Consider these two hands:




(
A K 3 2



(   A K 10 9





(
K 5 2

and

(   K 9 7




(
Q 4 3



(   Q 10 9




(
A K 2



(   A K 10

Both are 19 point hands, but there is great difference in the quality of the hands. The first hand has six honour cards, but the rest of the hand is pretty puny. Treat this as 18 points, opening 1( and then rebidding 2NT over a 1NT response, and 3NT over a response at the 2-level. The second hand has exceptional intermediates: treat it as being worth 20 points and open 2NT.

Factors to consider when valuing a hand:

The following factors, therefore, should be taken into account:




Which suit do I open?

As we are discussing balanced hands, there will only be one 4-card suit (4 3 3 3 pattern) or two 4-card suits (4 4 3 2 pattern). The only other possibility is a 5-card minor suit in a hand containing no other 4-card suit.


With only one suit of 4 cards (or longer) there is no problem - you open the suit and then bid No trumps at the appropriate level.


With two 4-card suits - open the higher-ranking suit except where both major suits are held, when you should open 1(.

We shall return to the question of which suit to open when two suits are held when we consider how to bid unbalanced hands.

What if I decide that I don’t want to rebid no trumps?

When opening with a balanced hand, the intention is to convey to partner the nature of the hand with a rebid in No Trumps.


However, if partner responds in a major suit and you have 4-card support, then prefer to raise him rather than to rebid in NT, e.g.


opening unbalanced hands

If a hand is unbalanced, then it contains:

· a 5-card or longer major suit

· a 5-card or longer minor suit (and probably a second 4-card suit)

· three 4-card suits and a singleton

We shall look at how to bid these hands, starting with the opening bid and then considering the subsequent development of the auction.

When do I have the values to open?


The usual strength required for an opening bid is about 12 points. However, if the hand contains a long suit (or is two-suited) then it is reasonable to take this into consideration when valuing the hand.


A simple guide to help determine if a borderline hand is worth an opening bid is

The Rule of 20

If the number of cards in the two longest suits added to the high card points = 20 or more, the hand may well be worth an opening bid.
 However, judgement is still needed.

This rule is useful, but it is only a guide. It is important to consider if the high cards are in the long suits and if there are good intermediates.



Hands with a long major suit

Where the major suit is the only 4-card or longer suit then there is no real problem. Unless the hand has the strength to open with an Acol 2-bid, the opening bid is 1 of the major.


When there is a second suit, then the opening bid is in the longer suit. Depending on the strength of the hand, it may be convenient for the second suit to be shown subsequently in the bidding.


With two 5-card suits, open the higher-ranking suit.

With two 4-card suits, open the higher-ranking suit unless you hold both majors (( and () when you open 1(.

Hands with a long minor suit

Similar considerations apply when the long suit is a minor. The main difference is that, since game in a minor suit requires 11 tricks, there is more incentive, with suitable combined strength, to explore for an alternative game contract of 3 No Trumps.


This explains why, when the hand is relatively balanced, it may be treated as a No Trump type and bid accordingly.

As before, when two suits are held, it is correct to start with the longer. With two suits of equal length, open the higher-ranking.

Bidding 2-suited hands

The general rule is as follows:

· Where the suits are not of equal length, open the longer suit

· With two suits of equal length, open the higher-ranking


Bidding 3-suited hands

With one 5-card suit and two 4-card suits, it will almost always be right to open in the long suit. It would rarely be right to open the bidding with an Acol 2-bid, and the hand would need to be very strong to open 2(.


With three 4-card suits and a singleton, there are two good rules to be remembered when deciding which suit to open:



There are two hand patterns with


There are two 4441 hand patterns 

    three 4-card suits “in a row” 



         with a “gap”

· 4


(   1



(   4                                   (   4

(   4
      and

(   4



(   1              and               (   4



(   4 


(   4



(   4

                 (   1


(   1


(   4



(   4                                   (   4


Summary of opening bids in a suit

· If the hand is not suitable for an opening bid of 1NT, open 1 of your longest suit (which may be only 4 cards). A balanced hand is usually shown by a rebid in No Trumps

· As a general rule, any 4-card suit may be bid, even if it is a poor suit. If you fail to bid a poor suit you may well miss your side’s best fit

· If the hand contains two suits, open with a bid in the longer suit. This is nearly always correct even if the longer suit is not as strong as the other suit
· With two 5-card suits, open with a bid of 1 of the higher ranking suit. Depending on your strength, you may get the chance to bid the other suit later in the auction

· With two 4-card suits, open with 1 of the higher ranking suit. Exception: with both major suits, open with 1(. If there is a Spade fit, it will be located
· With a 3-suited hand containing a 5-card suit, open with 1 of the long suit. Rebid naturally, raising a response in one of your other suits according to strength

· With three 4-card suits, open 1 of the suit “below the gap” or, if the suits are “in a row” open 1 of the middle suit

Does the hand contain good “intermediates” (10s, 9s, even 8s)?





Do the honours combine well - AJ109, for example, is worth more than 5 points; KJ98 is much better than K432 plus another Jack





If there is a long suit, what is the texture like? Compare these two suits:





        (   A 5 4 3 2	     and		 (   A 10 9 8 7





Which suit is likely to produce more tricks in the play?





(  A Q 8 3


(  K J 9 5


(  A 10 5


(  K 3





With 17 points and 4-4 in ( and (, opener intends to start with 1( and then jump rebid in NT. 





However, if partner responds 1(, opener will prefer to show his support for the major suit. Instead of rebidding in No Trumps he will raise to 3(.





 ( A Q 9 8 4


 ( K J 10 8 2  


 ( 3 2


 ( 3





( A 7 5 4 3


( J 8 4 3 2  


( Q 9


( K





With high cards in the long suits and good intermediates, this hand is worth an opening bid. Open 1(, planning to rebid in Hearts.





This hand is not worth an opening bid. The suits are poor, and the Queen and King are of uncertain value. Pass.





Exception to the rule: With two 4-card major suits, open 1(.





With three suits “in a row” open the middle suit


With a “gap”, open the suit below the gap








With the singleton Club, open 1( (the “middle” suit).





With the singleton Spade, open 1(





With the singleton Heart, open 1(  (the suit below the gap).





With the singleton Diamond, open 1(








