Splinter Bids

A splinter bid is an unusual, double jump in a new suit which confirms trumps and shows a singleton or void in the suit bid, together with slam interest.

Here are some sequences where the last bid is a splinter bid:


West
     East

  1(
   4( / 4(
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       3( 
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     East

  1(           2(
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       4( 
West
     East

  1(           1(
  4(
In general, any jump in the auction where a bid of the suit with no jump (or a lesser jump) would be forcing, should be taken as a Splinter bid. It agrees the last named suit as trumps and shows at least 4-card support.

A repeat bid of the suit in which the Splinter Bid was made shows that the bidder holds the singleton ace or a void (i.e. no loser) in the suit.

A subsequent bid of a new suit would be a cue-bid, and 4NT would be Blackwood.

As responder to an opening bid, the strength required for a Splinter Bid is the same as the strength required to raise directly to game, i.e. about opening strength.

East’s bid of 4 of the minor suit shows:


	4-card or longer trump support


	values for game in hearts


	a singleton or void in the minor





This is also a splinter bid (a response of 2( is a strong jump shift). The old use of 3( as showing a pre-emptive hand with spades is not too useful.





The 4( bid fixes hearts as trumps and shows values for game (at least an opening bid, taking distribution into account) and a shortage in diamonds.








Opener may use a Splinter Bid too. Here, he has strength for game even opposite a minimum response (6 points) with good heart support and short diamonds
































