Responding to Partner’s Opening Bid of 1 of a suit
Limit Bids

A Limit Bid is one which immediately places the hand in a well-defined range of strength, thus often enabling opener to evaluate the potential of the combined hands.

Limit Bids fall into 2 categories:

· Raises of Partner’s Suit

· Responses in No Trumps

Raises of Partner’s Suit

The system may be set out in tabular form:


5-9 points           Single Raise, e.g. 1( - 2(
10-12 points      Double Raise, e.g. 1( - 3(
     Always promises 4-card support

12-15 points     Raise to Game, e.g. 1( - 4(      Always promises 4-card support N.B. 

This style of direct raise to game has now been replaced with the following method:
A raise to game (i.e. the 4-level) of partner’s opening bid in a major suit is nowadays played as distributional. It is based upon good trump support, strong distributional features but limited high-card values. 

The older-style raise based on a more balanced hand with 12-15 points is now shown via a response of 3NT which is known as a “pudding raise”. It shows a hand with no shortage in a side suit, 4-card or longer support and values for game.. We shall see later how a hand with a shortage (singleton or void) in a side suit and 4-card or better trump support with values for game may be bid.

Example:
partner opens 1( 


(  K J 10 7 4






(  K 8 5 3

(  3







(  Q J 8 7

(  Q J 10 6 4 3





(  A J 4

(  6







(  K 5

These raises are always appropriate when raising partner’s opening bid in a major suit (even if there is another, perhaps longer, suit present) and the strength may be adjusted to take into account strong distributional features. However, when partner has opened with a bid of 1 of a minor suit, priority should be given to responding in a new suit, and especially in a major, rather than raising immediately. It is important to explore the possibility of a major suit fit before agreeing to play in a minor suit.

With more than 15 points and support for partner, begin with a Jump Shift response in a new suit and then show support, e.g.


· K Q 10 x

· A 4 3

· 7 5

(
A K J 9

Responses in No trumps

These responses are again limit bids:


6-9 points

Respond 1NT


10-12 points

Respond 2NT

13-15 points

Respond 3NT

(but this response is no longer used –
 see above for the3NT “pudding raise”)
16+ points

Respond in a new suit (forcing): partner’s rebid may bring the hand into focus.

Game-forcing Response

When partner opens with a simple bid of 1 of a suit, then a response in a new suit is forcing and partner cannot pass. It is therefore unnecessary to jump the bidding just to ensure that the auction will proceed. A Jump Response in a new suit, the Jump Shift (e.g. 1( - 2( or 1( - 3(), is game-forcing (i.e. the partnership must keep bidding until game is reached, unless the opponents bid and a penalty is sought instead).

The requirements for a Jump Shift are:

· 15/16+ points (possibly fewer with very good playing strength)

· A good suit which will be suitable for trumps opposite negligible support  OR

· Support for partner’s suit, to be indicated as soon as possible

Some examples:
partner opens the bidding with 1(

(  A K Q J 7 6





(  K J 6 4

(  3 2







(  A J 10 7

(  A J 9






(  A Q 9 6

(  10 8






(  Q 4

The bidding cannot die below game level after the jump shift response, and there will usually be room to explore for a slam before that level is reached. 

Responding in a New Suit

A response in a new suit (even at the 1-level) is forcing, and partner will bid again.

The minimum strength is about 6 points (occasionally 5) and there is no upper limit. A response at the 2-level shows 9+ points – with fewer, prefer 1 No Trump even if unbalanced.

Since partner may well have opened the bidding whilst holding another (as yet unmentioned) suit, it is vital to respond in a new suit if possible, to explore for a potential fit:


(  6 5 4 2

 

(  J 4

(  K Q 3 2

(  Q 9 6  

Note:

· With two 4-card suits, respond in the most economical, i.e. the one that may be shown at the lowest level.

· With two 5-card suits, if you are intending to bid twice, respond in the higher-ranking suit, then bid the lower.

· With two suits where one is longer, usually respond in the longer. The exception: if you are only worth one bid (less than 10 or 11 points) prefer to respond at the 1-level in a major rather than at the 2-level in a longer minor suit:

(  J 10 4 2

(  K 6

(  A 8 7 5 4

(  3 2


(  J 10 4 2

(  K6

(  A 8 7 5 4

(  K 2

So remember the priorities:

· Raise partner’s major suit opening bid (limit raises) showing the value of your hand

· Introduce a new suit at the 1-level rather than bid No Trumps or raise immediately a minor suit

· When you are only worth one bid, prefer to bid a major at the 1-level to a minor at the 2-level

· Raise partner’s minor suit if unable to bid a new suit at the 1-level

· A response in No Trumps denies the ability to make one of the above preferred responses

· A response of 1 No Trump is often the only remaining choice if you cannot respond as above

Note: may occasionally be made with only 3-card support





When partner opens 1(, game is certain and slam prospects are reasonable. Respond with a jump shift of 3( and then show Spade support. Partner will be able to gauge the strength of your hand and proceed accordingly.





N.B. This bid may have to be made on a hand that is not balanced if no suitable alternative response is available.








These responses promise a balanced hand, and also deny the ability to make a higher priority response, e.g. a raise of  an opening major suit bid, or the ability to respond at the 1-level in a new suit. There will always be a good alternative available





Respond 2(. Spades will provide a good trump suit and this hand is a minimum Jump Shift response.





Respond 2(: the Spades are not very special, but the support for partner’s Heart suit will be shown next round    to show the hand type.








Partner opens 1(. Respond 1(. It would be wrong to respond 1NT or 2(. Partner may hold a 4-card Spade suit and be unable to introduce it over either of these responses. It does not matter that your Spades are weak – partner’s Spades may be strong!





Partner opens 1(. Respond 1(. If instead you were to respond 2( then partner, with a limited hand containing five Hearts and four Spades, would have to rebid 2 Hearts (lacking the strength to reverse) and as you are not strong enough to bid again the Spade fit would be lost.





Now, after a 1( opening by partner, you are strong enough to bid twice (10/11 + points) and the correct response is 2(. If partner rebids 2( then you can introduce your second suit by bidding 2(. Thus a fit would come to light. With no fit, partner could show preference for Diamonds or perhaps bid No Trumps (2NT with a minimum hand)





Bid 4( based on strong distribution but limited values





Bid 3NT: values for game plus support but an unexciting hand








