Continuing the auction after opener’s rebid:

· Opener rebids in No Trumps 

· Opener raises responder’s suit

· Opener rebids his suit

Responder’s second bid after opener has rebid in a new suit will be considered separately.

When opener has had a chance to clarify his strength and distribution by rebidding, the responder will often be in a good position to determine the way in which any further bidding should proceed.

When opener’s rebid is, for example, in No Trumps, then responder has a fairly accurate picture of the partnership’s combined strength. This will allow him to decide to terminate the bidding in a part-score, invite opener to go on or, if stronger, force the bidding towards game (or higher).

Responder’s second bid when opener rebids in No Trumps

This is usually straightforward. Responder knows to within a point or so how strong opener is, and passes or raises accordingly.

Exploring the options - finding the major suit fit

Note, however, that there is a possibility that opener may rebid in No Trumps on some hands where he holds a 5-card major:
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However, what if East holds:



Let us examine the two hands together, and see if there is a sensible auction that will reach the correct final contract:


West

East


  1(  

 1(

 1NT

 3(

  4( 
              pass  

Opener rebids in No Trumps - Responder has a long suit

The bidding starts:
West

East
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            Sign off in 2( 

                    Invite game with 3( 
                                   Bid game with 4( 

Opener jump rebids in No Trumps

The bidding starts:

West

East
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When opener has jump rebid in No Trumps, there are only two weak actions open to you: 

· Pass

· A rebid of your suit (3( in this case)

Any other bid (such as going back to opener’s suit) is forcing.

Responder’s second bid when opener has raised responder’s suit

When opener has raised your suit, you should have a fair idea of his strength. It is usually a case of assessing the combined values and bidding accordingly.





      West          East




        1(            1( 




        2(             ?




Responder’s second bid when opener rebids his suit


Responder’s second bid - part 1





Remember that the bidding will become easier once a player has made a limit bid. Partner then has a fair idea of the combined strength.





(  K J


(  A J 7 3 2


(  A Q 10 


(  J 9 4





It seems that a rebid of 1NT, showing a balanced 15-16 points, describes the hand well.





(  Q 8 7 5 3


(  K Q 4


(  K J 5 


(  10 2





East will surely raise the 1NT rebid to 3NT. This contract has little chance of success, as the defence has a number of Club tricks to cash, together with the Ace of Spades. 





Looking at the two hands, the best contract is 4(. In this game, declarer will probably lose two tricks in Clubs and the Ace of Spades, making his game contract.





Similar methods are needed to explore for a potential 8-card major suit fit when the fit is in the responder’s suit.





Don’t fail to explore these possibilities before settling on a No Trumps contract.





(  K J 7 6 4 2


(  3 2


(  Q 10 8


(  J 9





(  K J 7 6 4 2


(  3 2


(  A 10 8


(  9 4





(  K J 7 6 4 2


(  3 2


(  A Q 10


(  9 4





(  Q 10 8 7 5


(  A 7 2


(  5 2 


(  Q 10 2





No problem here. Partner has shown a limited hand with his single raise of your suit, and you have no reason to proceed. No bid.





(  Q 10 8 7 5


(  A 7 2


(  5 2 


(  A 10 2





Now your hand is a little stronger, and you are worth an invitation to game. Raise to 3(. If your Clubs were A Q 2  you would be worth 4(. 





(  K J 7 6


(  A 7 2


(  5 2 


(  K 10 9 5





Again you are worth a game invitation. With your fairly balanced hand bid 2NT. Partner may have only 3-card support for a single raise. If he accepts, he can bid 4( if he does have 4-card support or 3NT.





(  K J 9 4


(  7 3 2


(  Q 10 


(  J 10 6 4





 West        East


   1(          1(


   2(            ?





This is easy! Opener has a limited opening bid and a 5-card or longer Diamond suit. Your side’s combined values are well short of sufficient for game - indeed, you may even find that the opponents have the balance of points. You have at least seven, and possibly more, Diamonds between you. There is no reason to bid again. Pass. 





(  K J 9 4 3


(  7 3 2


(  Q 


(  J 10 6 4





Not quite so easy. You do not really like Diamonds, and opener may have some tolerance for Spades. However, your Spades are not good enough to insist that they will be a better trump suit than partner’s Diamonds. If you bid again you may make things better, but you are just as likely to make things worse. Pass.





(  K J 10 9 4 3


(  7 3 2


(  Q 


(  J 10 6 





Now your Spades are rather stronger than before, and it is right to try to improve the contract. Bid 2(. This shows a weak hand (no ambitions to go any higher) but a decent suit that requires little or no support from partner.





If partner does decide to bid again (and the only likely bid is 3() give up and let him play it. 





Opener jump rebids in a major suit





	Opener has shown a 6-card suit and a hand in the 15-17 point area, or perhaps slightly less with a longer suit. The rebid is forcing if your first response was at the 2-level.








Opener has shown a 6-card suit and a hand in the 15-17 point area, or perhaps slightly less with a longer suit.





The rebid is forcing if your first response was at the 2-level.








Opener jump rebids in a minor suit





When opener has jump rebid in a minor suit, your target is often a contract of 3 No Trumps, as game in a minor requires eleven tricks. 





As responder, you may sometimes introduce a suit where you have some high card strength rather than length. This will often assist partner to judge if 3NT is a good game.





Opener will be reluctant to raise a new suit in this sort of sequence, as he will realise that responder may well be probing for No trumps








