Benjaminised Acol

Convention Difficulty: Improvers

Benjaminised Acol

Strong 2 bids are excellent at showing strength, but appropriate hands occur fairly infrequently. Weak 2s have the advantage of being pre-emptive and occur often, but sometimes bidding slams is difficult without using Strong 2s. 
Benjaminised Acol, or 'Benji' is a very popular system that allows Strong 2s and Weak 2s to be played simultaneously.


Bids and Responses

Opening bids of 2( and 2( are normal Weak 2s, with the usual responses (see separate section on Weak 2-bids). 
The 2( opening shows 8 winners in an unspecified suit, i.e. a normal Acol 2-bid in an (as yet) unspecified suit.

The opening 2( bid shows 23+ points in a balanced hand or any hand with game values, i.e. equivalent to the standard Acol 2( opening bid.

This system allows game forcing hands, strong hands and weak pre-emptive hands all to be shown by bids at the 2-level, which is why Benji is so effective.

After a 2D opener, a 2NT bid is negative showing 0-7 points, responses in a suit are natural with positive values.

It is recommended that the standard response to a 2( opening bid is 2( almost regardless. Any other response should show a strong suit and positive values.


Notes

As an alternative, many players play 'reverse-Benji', where 2( shows the normal 23+ points or game values, and 2( shows 8 tricks in an unspecified suit. 
The advantage of this is that it allows the normal response structure after 2( opener, with 2( being negative. However, the disadvantage is that if opener has an Acol 2( opening bid then he has to show this with a rebid of 3(, taking the bidding rather high for subsequent exploration of the best contract.
